
Summer  / Fall 2011
Activities & Events

April 21, 2011 marked the one-year countdown to

The Next Fifty, six months of events and activities 

in 2012 at Seattle Center that celebrate the 50th

anniversary of the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair, the 

legacy it left to the region, and the opportunities 

ahead during the next 50 years.

Many elements of the celebration are already in 

place, and several fundraising, community and 

preparatory events and activities are planned over 

the upcoming months.

The Next Fifty Update – June 2, 2011



New Website Launch

The website, launched on April 21, sports a new 

look and functionality, shares programmatic 

updates, and facilitates community engagement.

Share Your Stories feature
The new website includes a dynamic new feature 

in partnership with Intersect, KCTS9, MOHAI and 

HistoryLink.org that allows people to share their 

stories and videos of the World’s Fair and connect 

with people who were there at the same time, 

creating a collective story from a momentous 

event in our region’s history.

Learn more at: www.thenextfifty.org

http://www.thenextfifty.org/


Organizational Status

Staff and volunteer structure is in place for event 

planning, programming, committee staffing, fund 

raising, community outreach and volunteer 

coordination.

19 committees made up of staff and community 

volunteers are actively engaged in planning 

activities around the monthly themes as well as 

marketing, community engagement, hospitality 

and the history and arts and design components 

that run the length of the six-month celebration.

Sponsorship and partnership development 

continue, and the Gift Shop at Seattle Center is 

gearing up for the busy tourist season to raise 

$$$ for TNF. Hours are 10am – 8pm everyday.



June 2011 Events

New Spaces for TNF, Monday, June 6

A special open house and “reveal” of the newly 

repurposed Next Fifty Pavilion reserved for The 

Next Fifty interactive activities and exhibits.  

Illuminating Today’s Challenges, Imaging 

Tomorrow’s Possibilities, Thursday, June 16

A discussion and brainstorming session about 

bringing community projects in the fields of art, 

culture and design to The Next Fifty. 



Benefit Activities

Party with a Purpose, Friday, June 17

A thousand 20- and 30-somethings will dance 

and make an impact at McCaw Hall around the 

belief that the future of global health is in our 

hands. Event proceeds benefit tuberculosis 

control and elimination efforts in Haiti. 

Tots-n-Tunes, Sunday, August 21

Seattle’s largest kindie music festival features the 

best in family rock n’ roll. 100% of the proceeds 

from the event will benefit The Next Fifty. 

Run/Walk for TNF, Saturday, August 27

Seattle Marathon Association is teaming up with 

Seattle Center to offer the first annual Seattle 

Marathon 10k Race: Presented by The Next Fifty 

to benefit the Seattle Center 50th Anniversary 

Celebration in 2012. 



Competitions

Artist Call

Seattle Center will issue an international art/project 

call in June for temporary and permanent artworks 

to be installed during the celebration in 2012, 

including an art/project call specifically for 

youth. Applicants will be asked to boldly envision 

the future and respond to a distinct point of 

view: “Illuminating Today’s Challenges, Imagining 

Tomorrow’s Possibilities.”

Green Lid International Design Contest

Seattle Center has put out a call for proposals for 

design of a 4-acre “green lid,” a re-claimed open 

space and public gathering place envisioned at the 

heart of Seattle Center. The  competition, 

culminating this fall, is organized by The Next Fifty 

in partnership with AIA Seattle.



Monthly Buzz activities
21st – 20th of each month

Color the Fair, coloring contest, started May 21

Contestants download a sketch of the 1962 

Seattle World’s Fair, color it in, submit by mail 

and enter to win prizes.

Flavor of the Fair, starting June 21

In conjunction with Bite of Seattle, Trophy 

Cupcakes and  a local ice-cream purveyor.

VIP Contest, starting July 21

Tied to KEXP and Seattle Center Presents 

Concerts at the Mural, Friday evenings in August




